Do panic-agoraphobics overestimate distances?
Twenty-five subjects suffering from Panic Disorder with agoraphobia (PDA) and 25 normal controls (NC) were asked to estimate distances of familiar places of their town and non-distance stimuli. PDA subjects also completed the Mobility Inventory for Agoraphobia (MIA). Subjects with PDA significantly overestimated distances as compared to NC, whereas no significant difference was found on estimates of non-distance stimuli. Within the PDA group, significant correlations were found between distance estimates and subsets of MIA concerning the ways of moving through the environment. Although with caution, given the small sample size and the preliminary character of this study, the results could be interpreted as consistent with a cognitive dysfunction associated with PDA, probably at the level of representational mechanisms of the extrapersonal space.